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James Carroll1s Constantine's Sword is a history of 

Christian and specifically Roman Catholic attitudes 

toward and treatment of Jews and Judaism over the 

course of nineteen centuries. Beginning with an extended 

meditation on the cross planted outside the Auschwitz 

barracks and the controversy that continues to surround 

it, Carroll unflinchingly traces the history of Christian 

anti-Judaism all the way back to the Gospels themselves. 

Over the course of more than 600 pages of narrative, 

he takes the reader through the history of the Western 

world-touching on politics, philosophy, theology, and 

a host of other topics-all from the viewpoint of the 

Church's 11Jewish Question.11 

But this book is also James Carroll's own story, and 

the weaving together of hisforical and personal narrative 

is masterfully done. A former Paulist priest and still 

a committed Catholic, Carroll gives an account of his 

own adolescent spiritual strivings. His mother was the 

dominant Catholic influence in his early life and the 

way in which spiritual quest is nurtured by a search 

for maternal love is a leitmotif that Carroll expresses 
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