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You might say that from my earliest Jewish experiences, I was destined 
to be a transdenominational Jew. Raised in a Jewish atheist household, 
I was given the opportunity of a Jewish education as a concession to 
my rather traditional maternal grandpatents, who expected that each 
male grandchild would celebrate a bar mitzvah (my sister, by con­
trast, was given not a day of Jewish education). Living in Newark, 
New Jersey, my parents chose the nearby "temple," which happened 
to be B'nai Abraham, under the leadership of Rabbi Joachim Prinz, 
whom they respected as a liberal communal leader. B'nai Abraham, 
a founding congregation of the Conservative United Synagogue of 
America, had left the movement soon after it hired Prinz, a Reform 
rabbi recently arrived from Berlin. To this day the congregation, now 
in suburban Livingston, remains proudly unaffiliated. 

Much to my father's chagrin, I began to take Judaism rather 
seriously and found myself deeply drawn to the synagogue. Once 
I came to understand that the temple service was essentially a per­
formance, conducted by the cantor and the (mostly non-Jewish) 
professional choir, I had little ability to pray there. I turned instead 
to my grandparents' synagogue in nearby Clifton, where prayer 
was infinitely more informal and participatory. This congregation 
was also undefined by denomination. It was an East European 
shul, the "regulars" still largely Yiddish speaking, but with mixed 
seating. The rabbi, a young immigrant yeshiva graduate, knew he 
could not pull it to Orthodoxy and made his peace with the situa­
tion, staying for many years in the unaffiliated pulpit. 
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